Sauk Prairie High School Agricultural Education and FFA

Advocacy Document
History:


The Sauk Prairie Agricultural Education Department was started as two separate programs in the 1920’s.  The Sauk Prairie Area had two separate high schools; Sauk City High School and Prairie du Sac High School.  Each school had an Agricultural Education Program.  It is known that the Prairie du Sac Future Farmers of America club was one of the first established in the state of Wisconsin.  The charter date for this chapter was October 26, 1929.  The charter date for the Sauk City Future Farmers of America club is currently unknown.  In the 1960’s when the schools combined into one, so too did the Agriculture Programs.  For the first year, the two Future Farmers of America clubs retained their independence, but one year later they combined and the Sauk Prairie FFA was formed.  In 1988, along with the National Future Farmers of America, the Sauk Prairie Future Farmers of America changed its name to Sauk Prairie FFA.  Today, Sauk Prairie High School has a student population of 800 students, in which 125 of them are enrolled in the Agricultural Education Program in the high school and 74 students are enrolled in the 8th grade program.  Sauk Prairie FFA was also one of the first in the state to become an affiliated chapter so that all Agriculture students are considered to be FFA members.  A 130-member FFA Alumni organization sponsors fundraisers and community events to help send FFA members to conventions, conferences, and competitions.  This group also helps provide funding to enhance the Agricultural Education Program facilities.  In addition, an Advisory Council exists to provide community support for agricultural education and to offer guidance and feedback about updating agricultural courses, curriculum, and technology.


If you have any artifacts that you would like to share with the Sauk Prairie Agriculture Department relating to its history, please contact Mr. Talford at the high school (see contact information).

Background:


This Mission of Agricultural Education at Sauk Prairie High School is to challenge students to explore and prepare for the diversity of the agriculture industry and careers that it provides.  The courses offered in the Sauk Prairie High School Agriculture Department include: Introduction to Animal and Plant Care, Small Animal & Horse Care, Horticulture & Greenhouse Management, Golf Course & Landscape Design, Wisconsin Fish & Aquaculture, Wisconsin Wildlife Management, Large Animal Health & Nutrition, Veterinary Science, Natural Resources / Conservation, Leadership & Group Dynamics, Biotechnology, and Agriculture and Natural Resources Work Based Learning Experience.  


The Sauk Prairie Agriculture Program also has a course offered for 8th grade students.  The course is title Agri-Leadership and introduces students to agricultural careers, emphasizes the importance of Wisconsin agriculture and offers a sneak peak of the courses offered at the high school.

Significant Initiatives:


The Sauk Prairie High School’s Agriculture courses provide a wide spectrum of courses and career exploration opportunities for students.  Hands-on-learning facilities have been developed to incorporate student’s academic skills with real life situations.  Along with a traditional classroom, the Sauk Prairie Agriculture department has a small computer lab, a 20’ x 20’ animal lab, and a 30’ by 48’ greenhouse.  Students are also responsible for all planting beds on the school grounds.  Future projects include getting more science equipment and a wireless computer lab. 

Benefits and Success:


Agricultural education at Sauk Prairie High School offers a broad spectrum of disciplines within its curriculum and the FFA.  Students have the opportunity to experience and learn basic skills and knowledge in multiple disciplines in the agricultural field and can apply their academic skills.  The diversity of the program provides many choices for students to select courses related to their areas of interest and to make educated choices about their post-secondary education and future careers.


The Sauk Prairie FFA Chapter has been recognized as a National Chapter Award Program Gold Rated Chapter since 2002.  Individual Sauk Prairie FFA Chapter members have received numerous awards over the past 11 years for their proficiency applications, speaking contests, and Career Development Events.  The Sauk Prairie FFA has also been a chapter of great leadership having 12 members serve as State FFA Officers, four of which went on to be the State FFA President.  Our chapter is also home of Wisconsin’s first National FFA President, Ivan Kindschi (1939-1940).  

Upcoming Events:


The Sauk Prairie FFA Chapter will be conducting the following activities over the next couple of months: monthly meetings, Annual Parent/Member Banquet on March 17th, Teen Buckle-up Safety Program starting in April, Food For America in May, Blood Drive in May, State Convention in June, and many other activities.

Contact Information:


Troy Talford, Agriculture Instructor


Sauk Prairie High School


105 9th Street


Prairie du Sac, WI  53578


(608)-643-5960 
