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This Mission of Agricultural Education at Sauk Prairie High School is to challenge students to explore and prepare for the diversity of the agriculture industry and careers that it provides.

Program Objectives: 

I. To provide a program of instruction and training which will meet the needs of a wide range of students who:

a. Plan to enter into Production Agriculture and particularly those who are faced with a need for greater specialization in farming.

b. Are interested in Agriculture-related occupations, especially students from urban and rural non-farm homes.

c. Plan to continue their education in Agriculture beyond high school.

II. To offer a flexible curriculum with competencies needed by individuals in preparing to engage in production agriculture and occupations other than production agriculture.

III. To understand the role of science and advanced technology in agriculture and develop an appreciation for related careers.

IV. To aid in training students for job entry and to provide the necessary exposure and orientation to encourage further post-secondary training, along with developing agricultural leadership and responsibility.


2011-2012 Course Enrollment:

· 8th Grade Agri-Leadership: 74

· Introduction to Animal & Plant Care: 19
· Veterinary Science: 18
· Large Animal Health & Nutrition: 20
· Horticulture & Greenhouse Management: 25
· WI Fish & Aquaculture: 21
· Work Based Learning Experience: 22
Total Enrollment: 199
Total Unduplicated Enrollment: 179
Other Courses offered, but not this past year: Wisconsin Wildlife Management, Leadership & Group Dynamics, Natural Resources / 
Conservation, Small Animal & Horse Care, and Biotechnology.

Professional Involvement of Instructor:
Wisconsin Association of Agricultural Educators (WAAE) since 2006
Wisconsin Outstanding Young Agriculture Educator: 2010

Section 6 Alternate Vice President: 2010-2012

Supervised Agricultural Experience Committee: 2006-Present

Public Relations Committee: 2011-Present
National Association of Agricultural Educators (NAAE) since 2006
Region III Conference Attendee since 2006
Region III Member Services Committee Vice Chair 2011-2012
Communities of Practice SMART Board Group Facilitator since: 2009
National Member Services Committee Vice Chair: 2011-12
Association of Career and Technical Education (ACTE) since 2006
Member of National Science Teachers Association since 2010
Wisconsin FFA Board of Directors: 2006-2007, 2008-2010, 2011-2012
Wisconsin & National FFA Alumni Association Member since 2002

Agriculture Education Highlights:

Through agricultural education, students are provided opportunities for leadership development, personal growth and career success.  Agricultural education instruction is delivered through three major components:

Classroom Instruction:

The Sauk Prairie High School Agriculture & Natural Resources Department features the following:

· Five station computer lab

· 20’ x 20’ animal lab

· 30’ by 48’ greenhouse

· Two 350 gallon aquaculture tanks

· Curriculum utilizing the MyCAERT programs; includes online text materials

· SMART Board Technologies

· Podcasting in the classroom

· Hands-on Education: taxidermy, fishing lure construction, scale models of golf courses, production of freshwater shrimp and tilapia, feed formulations, microscopic investigations, genetic studies, animal evaluations, animal grooming & care, and much more. 

Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE):

All students in agricultural education are required to conduct an SAE during their time in class.  SAE projects are designed to be tailored to the interests of the student.  Here are some examples:

· Owning animals: beef, swine, dairy, dogs, cats, etc.

· Working for local businesses: cheese store, ag service companies, meat locker, etc.

· Improving wildlife; trapping animals, thinning tree stands, food plot developments, etc.

· Working with plants: working for local greenhouses, planting and harvesting crops, etc.

· General Farm-hand work: milking dairy animals, crop field work, etc.

· Veterinary Care: working for local veterinary clinics in the animal housing areas

· Students are eligible to complete an award application through FFA for their work on their SAE and 5 students earned a gold rating this past year for their hard work.

· There are over 40 areas students can choose from!!!

FFA:

The Sauk Prairie Agriculture Education Program is now an affiliated program which means all students enrolled in agricultural education are FFA members.  There are no dues to pay and the level of involvement will vary with the student’s desires.  The FFA chapter has accomplished the following items in 2011-2012:

· 7th Gold Chapter in the State of Wisconsin out of 250+ chapters

· 3-Star Chapter at the National Level (one of 204 chapters out of 7,200+ chapters in the nation)

· Students earned different levels of FFA degrees: 10 Discovery Degrees (8th Grade), 14 Greenhand Degrees (First Year Members in High School), 20 Chapter Degrees (Sophomores & Juniors), 7 State Degrees (Seniors & Graduates), 1 American FFA Degree (Graduates)

· 1 student named the State Star in Agricultural Placement Runner-up
· 2 Gold Rated State Career Development Event Teams (Poultry 5th, Ag Mechanics 2nd)

· Community Donations: $850 to Relay for Life, $850 to Badger Honor Flight, $100 & food to the Food Pantry, $685 for Habitat for Humanity, and $285 to Vest-a-dog-Wisconsin 

· Volunteering: Polka-on-the-Riverway, Sauk County Dairy Breakfast, Columbia County Dairy Breakfast, Adopt-A-Highway on Hwy. 12, Wisconsin State Fair Ag Day Camp, and hosting Blood Drives twice a year.

Professional Collaboration:

Students of the agriculture program work collaboratively with staff in the district for the following events:

· Tower Rock Elementary Garden Expo (working with appx. 120 elementary students)
· 3rd Grade Ag Awareness in the Classroom (working with appx. 190 elementary students)
· 4th Grade Food For America on the Farm (working with appx. 200 elementary students)
· 6th Grade Youth Conservation Day at Devil’s Lake (working with appx. 200 middle school students)
· 7th Grade Ag Career Day (working with appx. 200 middle school students)
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In 1950, the 81st Congress of the United States, recognizing the importance of the FFA as an integral part of the program of vocational agriculture, granted a Federal Charter to the FFA.  In 1998, the 105th Congress of the United States reviewed and passed technical amendments.  This shows through the revisions as Public Law 105-225.  Because of this law all students enrolled in agriculture education classes are considered FFA members.
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					2005-06 = $4,200							2005-06 = $7,985


   FFA Alumni Support


Agriculture & Natural Resource Budgets:	2009-10 = $3,764				For FFA and Classroom	2009-10 = $19,825


										           Instruction:


					2011-12 = $2,635							2011-12 = $12,404








